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the combatant, and was given to the Cid for his
courage, daring and love of fighting.2 He was born in
Burgos between 1026 and 1045 A.D., and his father
was Layan Calvo, judge of Castille in the days of Froila
II. History tells us nothing about his youth; all that
is recorded is due to legends and stories. He first
came to notice on the death of Ferdinand I, king of
Castille and Leon, in 1065 A.D, when discord broke
out between his sons. He joined his son Sancho and
marched with the forces of his ally Ahmed ibn Solaiman
ibn Hud, prince of Saragossa, to fight Ramiro, king of
Aragon, who was defeated and killed in Grados in the
year 1068 A.D. (460 A.H.)- He then joined Sancho
in 1071 in the war between him and his brother
Alphonso, king of Leon, in Galbeares. Sancho was at
first defeated, but he gathered the remnant of his army
at night, attacked his brother with the guidance of the
Cid, defeated him and took him prisoner.
The Cid continued to fight on the side of the
king of Castille till the latter was killed before the
walls of Zamora, the next year. He then joined the
service of Alphonso when he ascended the throne of
Castille on the death of his brother. According to
some chronicles Alphonso sent him to the court of Al-
Mutamid ibn Abbad, prince of Seville, to collect the
tribute Banu Abbad had agreed to pay to the king of
Castille. He remained there for some time and return-
ed to the court of Castille carrying the tribute claimed
and a large number of precious presents. But some of
his enemies denounced him to Alphonso, and as he had
a spite against him for siding with his brother he
expelled him from his court and his territories.in 1081.
Here begins the true romantic phase of the life of
the Cid El Campeador. He appears as an adventurer
seeking his fortune and disregarding every religious
and national consideration. He hires himself, his
sword, and his companions, at one time to the Muslim